
 

 

Close to Home, was filmed in 1990 at, or 

in the vicinity of, Rivendell, Mary 

O’Hara’s home since 1980. As with each 

song, each location too, has a special 

meaning and association for Mary, either 

because she walked there regularly as in 

the case of Watership Down or along the 

Newbury Canal, or the wheat field at the 

back of her house. Some songs are 

recorded inside the house, beside the old 

fireplace that saw its first fire in 1667 

when the house was built, in the year 

following the Great Fire of London.   The 

fireplace is still in use today.  
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THE MUSIC MAKERS – In 1996, Mary O’Hara packed in her 

singing, crated her harp and, with her husband Pat, took off for 

Africa. This was not the first time Mary O’Hara hung up her 

harp and went silent. She did the same almost 33 years 

previously after the premature death of her young poet husband, 

Richard Selig. 

 

Mary O’Hara has always claimed that she never took up singing 

but that singing chose her. After 12½ years monastic seclusion, 

she re-emerged to a very changed world and to a very different 

music scene, picking up where she left off in 1962. She added 

twelve more long playing albums (and CDs) to the seven she had 

already recorded, had several of her own TV series on both BBC 

and ITV in the UK; she toured extensively playing in places as 

diverse and far apart as the ancient Herod Atticus Theatre in 

Athens, Carnegie Hall in NYC, Royal Albert Hall in London 

and the Sydney Opera House – to name but a few.  

 

The Music Makers, one of a series of four programmes 

broadcast on BBC1 Northern Ireland, October 2009, is, according 

to Executive Producer, Mike Edgar,  “a celebration of the very 

finest artists ever to come from this island… It looks at the 

careers to date of Paul Brady, Mary Black, Neil Hannon and 

Mary O’Hara, all of whom have achieved major success not only 

at home but also on the international stage.” In this programme, 

Mary O’Hara reminisces about her life as a musician.    
 

MARY O’HARA 
Travels With My Harp 

MARY O’HARA’S FAVOURITE SONGS 
Accompanying herself on the Irish Harp 

• Kitty of Coleraine 
• Danny Boy 
• The Uist Cattle Croon 
• The Spanish Lady 
• Song For a Winter’s Night 
• Come Lord 
• The Fairy Tree 
• Óró Mo Bháidín 
• I Know My Love 
• The Song of Glendun 
• Tally Ho! An Maidrin Rua 
• A New Year Carol 

 


